
 

 

 
 
 
 

WISCONSIN’S PREMIER TRAVEL DESTINATIONS 
 
1. Wisconsin Dells: This community in south central Wisconsin exploded on the national 

scene with its christening as “The Waterpark Capital of the World!®”  Nearly two dozen 

waterparks are the main attraction for visitors from coast to coast.  The Dells is home to the 

country’s largest outdoor waterpark, largest indoor waterpark and largest indoor/outdoor 

waterpark combination.  While in the Dells, guests find plenty of diversions to keep them 

busy, too.  Riding one of the Original Wisconsin Ducks, a WWII amphibious vehicle, is a 

popular way to see the area’s Wisconsin River, which literally bisects the community, and 

the mystical sandstone bluffs that tower above the river.  There are extreme roller coasters 

that coaster aficionados rank among the best in the country.  The city also has a grown-up 

side, with championship golf courses, classic supper clubs, high-end spas and Vegas-style 

entertainment. (1-800-22-DELLS; www.wisdells.com) 

 

2. Door County:  Known for its picturesque coastal towns, specialty shops, fish boils, cherry 

and apple orchards and scenic beauty, Door County is often referred to as the “Cape Cod of 

the Midwest.”  With the waters of Green Bay on one side and Lake Michigan on the other, 

the Door Peninsula offers spectacular waterfront views, with more than 300 miles of 

shoreline featuring towering limestone bluffs, rugged rock formations and pristine beaches.  

Door County has more miles of shoreline, one of the highest concentrations of lighthouses 

and more state parks – a total of five – than any other county in the nation.  The area offers 

outdoor recreational opportunities that include biking, hiking, canoeing, swimming, boating, 

sailing, fishing and horseback riding.  The peninsula is also known for its art galleries and 

performing arts. (1-800-52-RELAX; www.doorcounty.com) 

 

3. Milwaukee:  Located on the shores of Lake Michigan in southeastern Wisconsin, Milwaukee 

is recognized for its outstanding performing arts groups, professional sports teams and 

nationally acclaimed zoo, as well as its art and natural history museums.  Among the city's 

gems are Discovery World at Pier Wisconsin, Miller Park stadium, the Harley-Davidson 

http://www.wisdells.com/
http://www.doorcounty.com/
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Museum, Milwaukee Public Museum and the Calatrava expansion to the Milwaukee Art 

Museum, which has garnered international acclaim.   

 

Also known as the "City of Festivals," Milwaukee offers top-notch ethnic and music festivals 

year-round, beautiful botanical gardens, unique architecture, expansive parks, diverse 

shopping opportunities and a wide variety of restaurants.  (414/273-3950; 

www.visitmilwaukee.org) 

 

4. Madison: Situated on an isthmus between two glacial lakes, Wisconsin’s capital enjoys an 

almost unmatched beauty.  State Street, a central pedestrian thoroughfare, connects the 

University of Wisconsin to the State Capitol Building, with several blocks of ethnic and local 

restaurants and interesting shops and boutiques, with The Overture Center and Madison 

Museum of Contemporary Art in between.  Supporting Madison's promise to enrich visitors 

both emotionally and intellectually is the area’s long-time reputation for eco-friendliness.  

The best example of this culture is the Dane County Farmers’ Market on the Capitol Square, 

which was named one of the largest and best farmers’ markets in the country.  Olbrich 

Gardens, the UW-Arboretum, the National Ice Age Trail and the Capital City Bike Trail offer 

scenic views of the area. (1-800-373-6376; www.visitmadison.com) 

 

5. Cedarburg: Known for being a great arts community in the Midwest, Cedarburg is a must-

see for anyone interested in specialty shops, charming restaurants, cozy taverns and 

inviting century-old inns.  Many visitors make it a point to come to Cedarburg during one of 

the city's popular street festivals like the Winter Festival in February and June's Strawberry 

Festival.  In September there's no better way to enjoy autumn than Cedarburg's Wine and 

Harvest Festival. And just about everywhere you look in Cedarburg there is art.  Many shops 

and galleries feature local artists and craftspeople, while the Cedarburg Cultural Center and 

the Cedarburg Performing Arts Center are home to an astonishing number of exhibits and 

performances. Cedarburg is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, with more than 

100 buildings considered historically significant. (1-800-237-2874; www.cedarburg.org) 

 

6. Wisconsin’s Northwoods:  The spectacular wooded country that stretches across the 

northern third of Wisconsin is a land of lush forests, sparkling lakes and rushing rivers.  The 

Namakagon River, part of a National Scenic River System, flows gently near Hayward.  With 

only a few small rapids, this slow-moving river is perfect for family canoeing.  The 

Northwoods also feature the Eagle River Chain O’Lakes: a series of 28 interconnected 

http://www.visitmilwaukee.org/
http://www.visitmadison.com/
http://www.cedarburg.org/
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lakes, the largest chain of inland lakes in the world. While the lakes are all natural, the 

connecting pieces were man-made to service the logging industry and generate electricity 

long ago. The Chain O’Lakes offers a variety of recreational opportunities, such as boating 

and fishing, in addition to its natural beauty. The Great Divide National Forest Scenic 

Byway, a 29-mile route on Highway 77, takes motorists through the heart of the 

Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest (from Hayward to Glidden) and offers views of rolling 

hills, sparkling lakes and rivers and abundant wildlife.  Wisconsin’s Northwoods offers 

numerous outdoor recreational opportunities including camping, hiking, canoeing, boating 

and biking.  The state is also famous for its fishing, specifically for muskie and other species. 

Both Wausau and Eau Claire are gateway cities to the Northwoods, offering big city 

amenities and outdoor recreation associated with Wisconsin’s northern wilderness. (1-800-

432-TRIP/8747; www.travelwisconsin.com) 

 
7. The Great River Road:  Paralleling the Ol’ Man River, Wisconsin’s Great River Road 

National Scenic Byway is one of the top scenic drives in the Midwest.  From Dickeyville in 

the south to Prescott in the north, stunning vistas can be found along a road etched in 

limestone bluffs.  The 33 quaint river towns along this byway proudly reveal their culture and 

heritage through their festivals and the 19th- and 20th-century architecture of their homes, 

business blocks, storefronts, mansions and more.  Recreational opportunities also await 

visitors around each bend of the Great River Road at more than 50 local parks and 

beaches, 12 state and three national recreational resources.  (1-800-658-9480; 

www.wigreatriverroad.org)  

 

8. Lake Geneva:  Nestled on the shores of Geneva Lake in southeastern Wisconsin, the town 

of Lake Geneva is known for its resort atmosphere.  Once the summer “White House” of 

President Calvin Coolidge, Lake Geneva gained popularity at the turn of the century as a 

vacation retreat for Chicagoans.   

 
The lake itself is the big draw, offering boating, sailing, swimming and water skiing.  Visitors 

can take narrated boat tours of Geneva Lake to view the many mansions lining its shores 

and learn of the town’s rich history.  On land, shopping and golfing are popular pastimes, 

and visitors can take the Black Point mansion tour.  The area also offers luxury 

accommodations, fine restaurants and family friendly ice cream parlors. Be sure to visit 

during great special events like Winter Fest and Oktoberfest.  (1-800-345-1020; 

www.lakegenevawi.com) 

 

http://www.travelwisconsin.com/
http://www.wigreatriverroad.org/
http://www.lakegenevawi.com/


Wisconsin Travel Destinations   Page 4 
 

 

9. Spring Green:  This sparkling town along the Wisconsin River has a reputation that far 

outranks its size, thanks to its most famous native son, architect Frank Lloyd Wright. 

Taliesin, Wright’s 600-acre estate, is built into the hills of the Wisconsin River Valley and 

reflects his philosophy of uniting structures with nature.  The internationally acclaimed 

American Players Theatre presents both Shakespeare and other classics during the 

summer in an open-air, sylvan setting near the Wisconsin River.  The House on the Rock is 

a world-famous museum with out-of-the-ordinary collections.  (1-800-588-2042; 

www.springgreen.com)  

 

10. Green Bay:  With quaint harbor towns that line the expansive waters of Lake Michigan and 

Green Bay, a vibrant European and Native American heritage and rich maritime traditions, 

the Green Bay area offers the amenities of a big city with the community feel of a small 

town. It’s an area that is steeped in history and tradition and is the home of the National 

Football League’s most storied franchise, the Green Bay Packers. Green Bay is a 

destination point for shopping, recreation and entertainment and is a community that reveres 

its Friday night perch plates and its regional specialty: Booyah. The area’s history comes to 

life at Heritage Hill State Historical Park, Hazelwood Historic House Museum and the Neville 

Public Museum. Bay Beach Amusement Park provides dozens of rides, play areas and 

arcades, with ride tickets that are less than 30 cents.  The National Railroad Museum 

features railroad history exhibits as well as passenger rides on a restored turn-of-the-century 

train.  (1-888-867-3342; www.greenbay.com) 

 

11. Fox Cities: The Fox Cities are Wisconsin's shopping place.  Discover the latest styles and 

retail trends at the Fox River Mall, featuring J. Jill, Chico's, Macy’s, Pottery Barn and the 

largest sporting goods store in Wisconsin, Scheels All Sports.  Beyond the mall, the 

downtowns of Appleton and Neenah feature specialty retailers, galleries and antique dealers 

sure to please even the most discerning shopper with unique items and personal service.  

Downtown Appleton features a number of ethnic eateries, museums, the Appleton Art 

Center and the Fox Cities Performing Arts Center. Wisconsin's Fox Cities offer visitors urban 

style in 18 communities that haven't lost their small town warmth, safety or affordability.  

Excellent facilities, great shopping, arts and nightlife are all here along the Fox River and 

Lake Winnebago.  (1-800-236-6673; www.foxcities.org) 

 

12. Bayfield and Madeline Island:  Picturesque and charming, this small harbor town sits on 

the vast waters of Lake Superior surrounded by stunning rock formations and six historic 

http://www.springgreen.com/
http://www.greenbay.com/
http://www.foxcities.org/
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lighthouses considered the finest collection in the country.  Bayfield is also the gateway to 

the stunning Apostle Islands National Lakeshore - 22 gem-like coastal islands that are home 

to lighthouses, sea caves, hiking trails and terrific blue-water sailing and kayaking.   

Visitors will find numerous types of lodging, cabins and restored Victorian mansions, bed 

and breakfasts and attractions such as Big Top Chautauqua, art galleries, a museum and 

historic walking tours, charming shops and fine dining. And only a mile out of town, 

Bayfield’s 15 orchards offer all types of berries, apples and flowers. The Madeline Island 

Ferry crosses the bay on a three-mile trip to Madeline Island, the home to Big Bay State 

Park, a historical museum and Robert Trent Jones Golf Course. (1-800-447-4094; 

www.bayfield.org) 

 

13. Sheboygan:  Located on the shores of Lake Michigan along Wisconsin’s eastern border, 

Sheboygan is a city with small-town charm.  Its many restored buildings add to its quaint 

atmosphere.  Visitors can meander along the picturesque riverfront boardwalk to explore 

fish shanties that have been turned into shops, galleries and restaurants or charter a boat 

for an afternoon of guided Great Lakes sport fishing.  The Harbor Centre Marina and 

Lakeview Trail offer spectacular waterfront views, and Kohler-Andrae State Park is a draw 

for outdoor enthusiasts.  Nationally renowned for its innovative exhibitions, the John Michael 

Kohler Arts Center offers insightful displays.  Located nearby, in the community of Kohler, 

The American Club is the Midwest’s only AAA Five Diamond hotel.  The luxurious resort 

includes the Kohler Waters Spa as well as the world-class Blackwolf Run and Whistling 

Straits golf courses.  Even with its top-ranked conveniences, Sheboygan still humbly retains 

its “Bratwurst Capital of the World” status.  (1-800-689-0290; www.visitsheboygan.com) 

 

14. Elkhart Lake: Featuring a lake so clean and a village so genuine and charming, Elkhart 

Lake has become a legendary Midwest destination. Each year, visitors seek out the 

authentic charm of the area and its distinctive resorts and B&Bs – each offering special 

features, amenities and accommodations for the whole family. It's the perfect place to spend 

a night, a week or a lifetime. Walk or bike glacial trails, stroll the village's eclectic shops and 

galleries and enjoy live music and great dining at charming area resorts and restaurants. 

Road America, a premier motor sports racetrack, gives fans racing excitement from April to 

October. The Osthoff Resort is a AAA Four Diamond hotel featuring waterfront location, 

Aspira Spa and L'ecole de la Maison offering culinary classes year-round. From family 

reunions, weddings and anniversary celebrations to week-long vacations, romantic 

http://www.bayfield.org/
http://www.visitsheboygan.com/
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getaways and group outings, come to Elkhart Lake and see why people return to its shores 

year after year.  (1-877-355-4278; www.elkhartlake.com) 

 

15. Green County:  With a tasty history full of curds, wedges and wheels, Green County is the 

“cheese lovers in paradise” destination in southern Wisconsin.  The taste of Green County is 

complete with locally made beer, homemade sausages, old world bakery and Swiss cuisine.  

Dairy cattle graze the green rolling hills, which are also perfect for back road bike trips.  

Each community adds its own flavor: Albany, the “pearl of the Sugar River,” is a great place 

to launch a canoe or tubing trip; Brodhead puts family fun in motion whether by bike trail, go-

cart or antique tractor; Monroe features bike and ATV trails, museums, art centers and a 

historic downtown square; Monticello has one lake to fish, three factories offering award-

winning cheese and four seasons of floral splendor; and New Glarus celebrates the Swiss 

traditions that have made the village famous as “America’s Little Switzerland.”   

      (1-888-222-9111; www.greencounty.org) 

 

16. Mineral Point: Visitors to Mineral Point often remark that it feels like they have just landed in 

Europe. This small community in southwest Wisconsin is indeed reminiscent of rural English 

villages.  Mineral Point was the first Wisconsin city to be listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places with more than 500 contributing buildings. Much of that architecture is in a 

remarkable downtown, home to nearly 20 art studios and galleries, antique and specialty 

shops and charming lodging and dining establishments. Local artists host Gallery Nights on 

the first Saturdays of April, June, August and December, and the Fall Art Tour each October 

draws thousands of art lovers. Workshops are offered year-round at the Shake Rag Alley 

Center for the Arts, while original plays are professionally performed in a historic, outdoor 

setting during the summer.  Historic sites, including Pendarvis State Historic Site, provide a 

fascinating glimpse to early Wisconsin.  (1-888-764-6894; www.mineralpoint.com)  

 

17. Central Wisconsin: The Wisconsin River cuts through the middle of the state’s heartland.  

In this mid-section, century-old cranberry beds in Wisconsin Rapids and Tomah are still 

home to a thriving cranberry harvesting industry that has given rise to the annual Warrens 

Cranberry Festival and the scenic Cranberry Highway.  Stevens Point is a riverside 

community that blends industry, academia, historic sites and acres of natural beauty with the 

Schmeeckle Reserve and the 30-mile Green Circle State Trail.   Farther south, Green Lake 

County boasts the deepest lake in the state and a delightful mix of shopping from flea 

markets to boutiques and artisan shops. Here visitors can relax at Evensong Spa at the 

http://www.elkhartlake.com/
http://www.greencounty.org/
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Heidel House Resort or board the resort’s yacht for a tour of the lake. (1-800-432-8747; 

www.travelwisconsin.com) 

 

Travelers looking for year-round Wisconsin getaway ideas, travel planning, events and free 

guides can discover their own fun at TravelWisconsin.com. You can also choose to “Like” us at 

Facebook.com/TravelWisconsin or follow along on Twitter at Twitter.com/TravelWI. And don’t 

forget to bring all the fun Wisconsin has to offer right to your fingertips by downloading the free 

Travel Wisconsin™ iPhone or Android app. 

 

http://www.travelwisconsin.com/
http://links.mkt2308.com/ctt?kn=3&m=4651820&r=NjY1NDI5NjMwMwS2&b=0&j=MTY4NjkzNzMzS0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.mkt2308.com/ctt?kn=4&m=4651820&r=NjY1NDI5NjMwMwS2&b=0&j=MTY4NjkzNzMzS0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.mkt2308.com/ctt?kn=5&m=4651820&r=NjY1NDI5NjMwMwS2&b=0&j=MTY4NjkzNzMzS0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.mkt2308.com/ctt?kn=2&m=4651820&r=NjY1NDI5NjMwMwS2&b=0&j=MTY4NjkzNzMzS0&mt=1&rt=0

