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reactions of the fish. Are they moving 
in or acting aggressive? Does he need 
to put the lure below or above them? 
What does it take to draw a strike? 
 And, if he doesn’t see fish for a 
while, it’s time to move on to another 
spot. Without the unit, he never would 
know if there were fish there or not.
 While fishing with Schweik, I did 
notice that if the action slows down 
in one area, he doesn’t waste any time 
looking for another spot. He’ll grab the 
auger and drill holes until he finds the 
fish. 
 Schweik often fishes with buddies, 
and they work in unison. He says that 
a couple of them will start punching 
holes while the other guys follow be-
hind with flasher units. They keep on 
until they find marks indicating a fish, 
and that’s where they start fishing.
 “Electronics play a big part in mod-
ern ice-fishing and they’ve made peo-
ple much more successful,” Schweik 
observed.
 If there is a disadvantage to fishing 
through the ice vs. fishing the rest of 
the year, Schweik says it would be mo-
bility. When in a boat, if an area isn’t 
producing, then it’s easy to move to 
a different spot. On the ice, it’s more 
challenging to pack up and move the 
shack and gear and drill more holes. To 
overcome this, Schweik recommends 
packing light. And, of course, the pre-
scouting comes in handy for having 
to move less. He only carries what he 
needs and prefers to be mobile and able 
to get to the fish, rather than waiting on 
them to come to him.

WHAT TO FISH FOR
Just like fishing the rest of the year, 
techniques vary when fishing through 
the ice, depending on what species you 
are targeting. Walleye fishing is usu-
ally better in low-light conditions or 
at night. Schweik typically looks for 
walleyes in about 3 to 8 feet of water, 
depending on where he’s fishing. In a 
lake that is mostly sand and rock bot-
tom, Schweik looks for the fish to be 
in areas with the transition of rock 
to sand. Also, he sets up over a little 
deeper water, perhaps 4 to 8 feet — or 
even deeper if it’s clear. When fishing 
in a river system, Schweik looks for the 
walleyes to be around mud and wood in 
very shallow water. 
 If Schweik has a customer who wants 

I’ve got those positions all marked, so I 
can walk right out to them, drill a hole 
and I’m right on top of the structure I 
marked the previous summer.” 
 Schweik also mentions that lakes 
that may not fish well in the summer 
months can end up fishing great in the 
winter. That can be especially true in 
large reservoirs where it seems like you 
have to cover a lot of water and end up 
trolling to find the fish during the sum-
mer. The fish are all spread out and can 
be anywhere. But come winter, the fish 
will school up and can be found around 
structure, if you know where the struc-
ture is. 
 Contour breaks are other good areas 
to find fish. Schweik looks for those 
abrupt changes in contours by drilling 
holes and measuring the water depths. 
 “I start at the shoreline and drill a 
hole, and say it is 3 feet deep. The next 
hole has 4 feet of water, the next one 
has 5 feet of water, the next one has 10 
feet of water. That is where the sharp 
break is and that is definitely one of the 
main places I am going to key in on. 
That’s where I start fishing.” 
 If there is structure along one of the 
contour breaks, that makes the spot 

even more of a fish magnet!

ELECTRONICS
“If I forget my flasher unit, I will go 
home and get it,” Schweik said. 
 He is that adamant about employing 
his underwater eyes. Then he provided 
a scenario of how he uses this critical 
piece of equipment in a typical day on 
the ice. 
 First of all, if fishing a new lake, 
Schweik will study a map of it and look 
for areas likely to hold weeds. Then, 
once on the lake he looks for where the 
weeds should be and drills the holes. 
Next he grabs the flasher and checks 
the depths from hole to hole. In the old 
days he would have to drop a string 
with a sinker on it to measure the depth. 
 With the flasher, he also checks the 
contours, if there are weeds or structure 
and if there are fish holding in it. With 
the electronics he can see the suspend-
ed fish and what depth they’re at. If he 
sees what he’s looking for, Schweik 
will start fishing that hole. Without the 
flasher, it is just guesswork.
 Using the flasher unit, he watches his 
lure or bait going down and puts it in 
range of the fish. He can also view the 

Ice-fishing guide Phil Schweik 
relies on his Humminbird Ice 55 
flasher unit. With the easy-to-read 
display screen he locates weeds 
and cover and can see if fish are 
in or around it. Schweik can easily 
mark how deep the fish are, and 
as he drops his bait, he is able 
to see exactly when his lure is in 
range and how the fish react to his 
offering. —Polly Dean

HIS EYES UNDER 
THE ICE
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