
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ICONIC WISCONSIN 
 

Wisconsin is home to a number of out-of-the-ordinary attractions that give visitors a chance to 

see a unique side of Wisconsin.  From concerts in a Big Top to the world’s largest carousal in 

the House on the Rock to an outdoor display of 200 concrete sculptures, below is the essence 

of eclectic offerings and unexpected finds in the state. 

 

Big Top Chautauqua - Bayfield  

Nestled at the base of Mt. Ashwabay, far removed from any city sounds or lights, Big Top 

Chautauqua offers legendary performances under an all-canvas tent. Known as the "Carnegie 

Hall of Tent Shows," Big Top presents concerts by renowned national, regional and touring 

musicians, along with its featured "House Shows," original multi-media historical musical 

productions. The tent seats up to 900 people and provides a unique, intimate atmosphere, not 

to mention outstanding acoustics. Each show is digitally recorded and broadcast by radio 

stations across the country. (888-244-8368; www.bigtop.org) 

 

Cave of the Mounds - Blue Mounds  

Cave of the Mounds was accidentally discovered in 1939 while workers using dynamite to 

remove limestone from a quarry blasted into the cave. The blast revealed a limestone cavern 

more than 20 feet high opening into other rooms and galleries, all containing numerous mineral 

formations. A designated National Natural Landmark, Cave of the Mounds was formed within 

sedimentary rock, a limestone made of compacted seashells dating back over 400 million years. 

(608-437-3038; www.caveofthemounds.com) 

 

Circus World Museum - Baraboo  

Visit the circus any day of the week and see performances under the big top at this 50-acre 

museum. Here, visitors can enjoy circus music concerts, clown shows and animal rides that 

recall the glory days of the circus in America. Visitors may explore the "backyard" of the circus, 

the area that performers called home while on the road, and kids can become circus performers 
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themselves at the Kids World Circus. The museum also houses the one-million-piece Howard 

Brothers Miniature Circus, 200 antique circus wagons, 19th century equipment such as steam 

calliopes, posters, woodcarvings and more. The museum is located at the original winter 

quarters of the Ringling Brothers. (866-693-1500; www.circusworldmuseum.com) 

 

Concrete Park - Phillips 

Considered one of America's most unique displays of folk art, Wisconsin Concrete Park features 

more than 200 figures sculpted of concrete. The characters, created in 1950 by an area 

lumberjack, come from local lore and legendary heroes, including Ben Hur, the Lincolns, Native 

American princess Sacajawea and Paul Bunyan. The concrete figures are decorated with glass 

and a variety of objects. This outdoor park is open daily throughout the year. (800-269-4505; 

www.friendsoffredsmith.org)  

 

The House on the Rock - Spring Green  

The world-famous House on the Rock features hundreds of bizarre displays and out-of-the-

ordinary collections. The world's largest carousel, standing 35-feet-tall and illuminated with more 

than 20,000 lights, is a rare masterpiece. A giant sea creature that is longer than the Statue of 

Liberty is tall lurks here as well. The most spectacular display is the daring Infinity Room, a 

glass-walled structure that projects 218 feet over the Wyoming Valley, which lies 156 feet 

below. Built atop a 60-foot chimney of rock, The House on the Rock is an architectural wonder 

in itself. (608-935-3639; www.thehouseontherock.com) 

 

International Snowmobile Racing Hall of Fame and Museum - St. Germain  

In the state where it was invented, snowmobiling remains a popular pastime and sport of 

legends. The International Snowmobile Racing Hall of Fame and Museum showcases the 

history of snowmobiling at the recreational and competitive levels. More than 35 historic race 

sleds are on display, including oval, enduro, hill-climb, cross-country and drag sleds raced by 

championship drivers. The museum also features historic uniforms, trophies, memorabilia, 

videos and biographies of Hall of Fame inductees along with the Ramstad photo collection. 

(715-542-4463; www.snowmobilehalloffame.com) 

 

Lambeau Field - Green Bay  

Already one of the most recognized venues in all of sports, Lambeau Field in Green Bay has 

been transformed into a Packers cultural center and year-round fan and tourist destination.   
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Renovated in 2003, Lambeau Field preserves the nostalgia of the stadium’s original seating 

bowl, yet provides modern amenities and an expanded stadium bowl, private box and club 

seating.  The Lambeau Field Atrium has now become home of the Green Bay Packers Hall of 

Fame,  the Packers Pro Shop, Curly's Pub and other dining and entertainment events year-

round. The Green Bay Packers Hall of Fame highlights new and “classic” exhibits including the 

Champions Timeline, the Locker Room for Packers NFL Hall of Famers, and the genuine 

Lombardi Super Bowl Trophies.  Legendary Stadium Tours are also available daily.  (920-569-

7500; www.lambeaufield.com) 

 

Miller Park - Milwaukee  

Miller Park in Milwaukee is reminiscent of the great ballparks of the past. The facility's signature 

fan-shaped, retractable roof is one of the stadium's premier conveniences and makes every day 

perfect for a ballgame. A reincarnation of baseball's past, Miller Park brings fans in close 

proximity to players, pairs old fashioned manual scoreboards with a modern one, and features 

natural grass. In addition, the park's amenities include 70 suites; four choices of front-row seats 

on four levels; a huge, color replay board; the "Hot Corner," with front-row restaurant dining, the 

interactive Big League Blast, the Fan Zone souvenir shop and the Wall of Honor exhibit; and 

Helfaer Field, the Milwaukee-area's prime location for youth baseball and softball. (414-902-

4000; www.milwaukeebrewers.com) 

 

Milwaukee Art Museum - Milwaukee  

The Milwaukee Art Museum’s expansion in 2001 has since garnered international attention as 

the first Santiago Calatrava-designed building completed in the United States. The Quadracci 

Pavilion features a 90-foot-tall, glass-walled reception hall enclosed by the Burke Brise Soleil 

and a massive sunscreen that can be raised or lowered to create a unique moving sculpture. 

The museum also added a 300-seat auditorium, a lakefront restaurant and 140,000 square feet 

of gallery space.  Its own collections exceed 20,000 pieces and include the works of Old 

Masters, American decorative arts, German Expressionism, folk and Haitian art and American 

art dating from 1960.  A variety of traveling exhibitions add to the permanent holdings. (414-224-

3200; www.mam.org)   

 

National Mustard Museum - Middleton  

The museum features an extensive collection of prepared mustards – more than 5,600 jars, 

bottles and tubes from all 50 states and more than 60 countries.  The museum is also home to 
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hundreds of items of great mustard historical importance, including mustard pots and vintage 

mustard advertisements. Visitors can purchase mustard off the shelves at the museum, or now 

purchase it from the newly added mustard vending machine. For $3 to $4 a jar, the machine 

delivers 10 varieties of mustard right to your fingertips.  The internationally known Mustard 

Museum is open daily year-round from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and celebrates National Mustard Day 

the first Saturday in August. (800-438-6878; www.mustardmuseum.com) 

 

National Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame - Hayward  

Fishing is ingrained in Wisconsin's heritage, so it is no surprise to find the National Freshwater 

Fishing Hall of Fame located in the state's Northwoods. What may stun the unsuspecting is the 

four-and-one half-story-tall, 143-foot musky replica that sits on the grounds. Visitors can venture 

inside this "Shrine to Anglers" to view displays and exhibits and enter the musky's jaws, which 

serve as a 20-person observation deck. The museum complex houses thousands of dated 

lures, antique rods, reels and outboard motors as well as hundreds of mounted fish. (715-634-

4440; www.freshwater-fishing.org) 

 

National Brewery Museum - Potosi Brewery Complex  

For beer enthusiasts interested in breweriana (the collecting of beer memorabilia) and brewery 

history, there will soon be a place that has it all under one roof right in Wisconsin. And that’s 

only natural given the state’s long association with brewing. It all began in 2004 when the 

American Breweriana Association picked the Potosi Brewery in Grant County as the site for 

their National Brewery Museum. Scheduled to open in the summer of 2008, the museum will 

include changing exhibits of breweriana: collections of beer labels, bottles, coasters and other 

memorabilia. A brewery transportation exhibit will show how the area’s trifecta of transportation 

(road, railroad and riverboat) influenced the local brewing industry. In addition to the exhibits, 

the Potosi Brewery, which operated for 120 years (1852-1972), will again re-open as a 

microbrewery and restaurant. An interpretive center for Great River Road is also part of the 

complex. (608-763-4002; www.potosibrewery.com) 

 

Taliesin and the Frank Lloyd Wright Visitor Center - Spring Green  

Frank Lloyd Wright is recognized as America's greatest architect. Tucked into the rolling 

countryside of southwestern Wisconsin, Taliesin was Wright's home, workshop and architectural 

laboratory for more than 48 years and is regarded as the richest record of Wright's vision in a 

single place. In the 1930s, Wright revamped Taliesin for his own school and architectural 
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practice. Architects and apprentices continue working today in the dramatic, 5,000-square-foot 

Hillside drafting studio. The 100th anniversary of the 600-acre complex that is noted as a 

National Historic Landmark property will be celebrated with events throughout 2011. Visitors can 

take tours of the grounds, Wright's home and the Hillside building. (877-588-7900; 

www.taliesinpreservation.org) 

 

Ten Chimneys - Genesee Depot  

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne were the king and queen of 20th century American theater.   

Ten Chimneys, their charmingly personal estate in southeastern Wisconsin, is overflowing with 

historic furnishings and theatrical memorabilia from the 1930s and ‘40s.  For decades, this idyllic 

retreat beguiled and inspired the country’s finest actors, playwrights, designers, directors and 

artists.  Frequent guests included Katharine Hepburn, Helen Hayes, Laurence Olivier, 

Alexander Woollcott and Noel Coward.  The estate has undergone meticulous restoration and is 

open to the public from May to mid-November.  Tours of the estate, led by docents, are 

available by reservation.  (262-968-4110; www.tenchimneys.org) 

 

Wisconsin Canoe Heritage Museum – Spooner  

Features displays comprised of canoes and canoe related ephemera. This eclectic assemblage 

of boats is exciting in its diversity, and includes significant craft from the golden age of North 

American canoeing as well as work by important contemporary builders. The building traditions 

of the eastern seaboard, the mid-west, and Canada are all represented, providing the museum 

visitor a fascinating opportunity to experience the evolution of canoe design and manufacture in 

proper historical context. The Canoe Shop is a 2,500 square foot, state of the art facility 

designed to celebrate the rich legacy of canoe craft while inspiring and educating a new 

generation of builders. (715-635-9696; www.wisconsincanoeheritagemuseum.com) 

 

The Wisconsin Maritime Museum - Manitowoc  

Located on the shores of Lake Michigan, the Wisconsin Maritime Museum depicts more than 

100 years of Great Lakes maritime history through compelling exhibits and displays.  A recently 

completed renovation doubled the museum’s size.  The USS COBIA, the most authentic World 

War II submarine in the nation, is a museum highlight.  Visitors can also explore the Wisconsin-

built Boat Gallery; a working, 67-ton, two-story steam engine; the USS RASHER Concourse 

with a World War II periscope; and a state-of-the-art library.   (920/684-0218; 

www.wimaritimemuseum.org) 
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