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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

WISCONSIN PEDALS ITS WAY TO NO. 3 BIKE-FRIENDLY STATE 
Policies, programs, and great bicycling opportunities make Wisconsin one of the most 

bicycle friendly states in the U.S. 
 
MADISON, Wis. (May 20, 2014) - Whether you care to ride solo, in a group or with a 
guide, Wisconsin offers exceptional rides for the experienced rider to the novice. Don't 
just take our word for it; hear it from the experts in biking. The League of American 
Bicyclists recently ranked Wisconsin No. 3 on the list of bicycle friendly states for its 
programs, policies, safety and state funding.  Here are a few road, trail, and event 
options to get your bicycle wheels turning. Kick up your stand and let’s ride! 
 
START YOUR ADVENTURE WITH THE NEW WISCONSIN BIKING GUIDE 
 
Wisconsin’s newly released 80-page Official Wisconsin Biking Guide is your go-to 
resource for biking the state. The 8th edition of the guide covers different trail offerings 
around the state with detailed descriptions and maps. It also includes insider tips for 
places to stop and photo opportunities on your ride. From linear and mountain bike trails 
to 80 converted rail-to-trails and lightly-traveled rural paved roads, there’s an adventure 
waiting in every corner of the state. The free downloadable guide is available to order on 
TravelWisconsin.com or by calling 800-432-8747. 
 
TOUR DE WISCONSIN 
 
Bike? Check. Helmet? Check. Bike Guide? Check. Where to start? We’ve got that 
covered. Here’s a sampling of suggested spots and guided rides not to miss in 
Wisconsin.  
 
Driftless Region/Cycle Southwest 
 
The Driftless region of Wisconsin is one of the only places in the state untouched by 
glaciers, which means its rolling hills and scenic countryside make it an ideal place for 
biking. With 28 loops, Cycle Southwest Wisconsin bike trail, offers a variety of trail 
lengths and levels of difficulty so you can choose the ride that’s best for you.  Here’s 



some history on why biking Wisconsin’s backroads are so popular. Back in the day when 
farms were receiving milk from a truck, the dirt roads caused the bottles to break. The 
solution was to pave dozens of roads to get the milk delivered to and from farms safely. 
Now these roads are very lightly traveled, which makes for amazing backcountry bike 
routes.  

 
Looking for five-full days of organized Wisconsin fun? The Swiss Cheese & Spotted Cow 
Tour, held June 21-26, is just for you. Averaging 60 miles a day, pedaling through 
Mineral Point, Monroe and New Glarus, you will enjoy biking through historical 
communities along with several stops a day at local bakeries, chocolate and cheese 
shops and an occasional brewery to quench your thirst.  
 
Madison 
 
Wisconsin’s capital is known among bikers as one of the most bike-friendly cities in the 
nation. It has a gold rating from The League of American Bicyclists plus adjacent 
Fitchburg also makes the list of top cities. You don’t even need a trail map to enjoy 
biking in the Madison area. There are dozens of bike paths around the city and lakes to 
follow for great views and with plenty of sightseeing along the way. Don’t have a bike? 
Check out B-cycle, Madison’s bike-sharing system. Sponsored by Wisconsin-based Trek 
Bicycle Corporation, Madison B-cycle offers 35 stations and 350 bikes in the downtown 
and UW-Madison campus area to make it easy to enjoy this bike-friendly town.   

   
Sample microbrews and take in the scenery as you pedal the Madison Brewery Bike 
Tour. Sponsored by Hop Head Beer Tours & Machinery Row Bicycles, this easy paced 
ride takes you to several Madison’s local craft breweries where you will get a behind-the 
scenes VIP brewery tour along with sample tastings of local brews. Tours are offered on 
weekends throughout the summer 
 
Lake Michigan 
 
From Kenosha all the way up to the Door Peninsula, these communities have one thing 
in common – spectacular Lake Michigan shoreline. For a true lakeshore biking 
experience, start in Manitowoc and head to Two Rivers on the Mariner’s Trail – the 
longest continuous scenic view of Lake Michigan in Wisconsin. The nearby Rawley Point 
Recreational Trail has a hard-packed limestone base and connects Two Rivers with 
Point Beach State Forest. The six-mile trail winds through pine and hemlock forests, 
dunes and fields. Between the trails, you’ll travel a route from Two Rivers Harbor, near 
several museums, through the east side historic district and along the expansive beach 
of Neshotah Park. 

 
Want to do an all-inclusive biking vacation Wisconsin style? Door County Bike Tours 
may be just your pace. Offered August 9-10 and August 30-September 1, it’s a unique 
way to explore the best of Door County without being confined to a car. The tour offers 
more than just biking.  Plan to kayak, enjoy live theater, take a cooking class, zipline, 
hike the parks and even take a segway tour.  

 
 
 
 
 



Northwoods 
 
The CAMBA Mountain Bike Trails in Wisconsin’s 
Northwoods are an off-road mountain bikers dream. The 
CAMBA system (which stands for Chequamegon Area 
Mountain Bike Association) consists of more than 300 miles 
of marked and mapped routes throughout Chequamegon-
Nicolet National Forest. Located in Bayfield and Sawyer 
Counties, the trail system is recognized nationally for the top 
quality riding, wilderness experience and authentic 
Northwoods resorts and restaurants nearby.  

 
Organized touring has never been so fun. Whether you want 
a leisurely ride or an adrenaline rush, Bike Wisconsin has it 
covered. Check out The Great American Bicycle Adventure Along the Wisconsin River 
(GRABAAWR) June 21-28; Bike Northwoods – July 12-18; or Schramm’s Annual Great 
Bicycle Ride Across Wisconsin - August 2-8. 

 
Great River Road/Eau Claire/LaCrosse 
 
With stunning views of bluffs on one side 
and the mighty Mississippi River on the 
other, biking the Wisconsin Great River 
Road Bikeway/Mississippi River Trails is a 
must-do. Located between Prescott and 
Prairie du Chien, the route follows Highway 
35 (Great River Road) and adjacent country 
roads for stunning scenic views. As you 
cruise along, don’t forget to stop in one of 
the small, charming towns along the way to 
refuel and get a good night’s rest at a cozy 
B&B. 
 
The Chippewa River State Trail offers 
cyclists a 26-mile mile adventure through wetlands, prairies and sandstone bluffs. The 
trail, which extends from Eau Claire to near Carryville, meanders along its namesake 
Chippewa River and is filled with incredible scenery and is rich in logging and railroad 
history. 
 
If you happen to be in the area Labor Day Weekend (August 29-September 1), stop by 
the La Crosse Area Labor Day Weekend Bicycle Festival. This is not your average 
festival. This fun-filled weekend focuses on self-supported road rides ranging from 30-
100 miles in length, guided historical tours through town, coffee and muffin rides, guided 
ice cream rides, mountain biking on Human Powered Trails, and the not-to-be-missed 
downtown Sound Music Festival featuring live entertainment on a bicycle-powered 
stage. 
 
Travelers looking for year-round Wisconsin getaway ideas, travel planning, events and 
free guides can discover their own fun at TravelWisconsin.com. You can also choose to 
“Like” us at Facebook.com/TravelWisconsin, follow along on Twitter 
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at Twitter.com/TravelWI and find us on Pinterest.com/TravelWisconsin. And earn your 
“Brag Badge” as you travel with the free Travel Wisconsin™ iPhone or Android app. 
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