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WISCONSIN CELEBRATES EARTH DAY EVERY DAY 
Play, eat and sleep “green” in Wisconsin by visiting a Travel Green Wisconsin Certified business or destination 
 
MADISON, Wis. (March 31, 2014) - It comes as no surprise that Wisconsinites take pride in environmental 
protection. Wisconsin’s own U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson created Earth Day in 1970 to demonstrate support 
for conservation and protection of our resources. Across the state, everyday people in the tourism industry 
strive to make a difference, celebrating Earth Day literally every day. Looking for unique ways to celebrate April 
22? Take a walk down the green path of fun and check out the following Travel Green Wisconsin Certified 
businesses and destinations and their green innovations.  
 
SUSTAINABLE FUN THAT’S FUN TO SUSTAIN: ACTIVITIES 
Green stop No.1: Horicon Marsh Boat Tours at Blue Heron Landing. 
Since 1963, Horicon Marsh Boat Tours has been a family-owned 
business noted for its commitment to the environment and 
dedication to protecting the Horicon Marsh, the largest freshwater 
cattail marsh in the United States. Bring binoculars and a keen eye 
as pontoon rides take you through the marsh to spot upwards of 300 
species of birds that have been known to swoop in for a visit. You’ll 
be led by a Horicon Marsh knowledgeable guide (birding isn’t a 
hobby, it’s a way of life for them), who will reveal the marsh’s birds, 
wildlife and significant ecological features. For those who like to fly 
solo, Horicon Marsh Boat Tours rents canoes and kayaks.  
 
 
Green innovations: Pontoon boats are powered by four stroke motors to reduce noise; rain gardens collect 
rainwater; field guides, self-tour information and publications on native plants and animals are offered; pontoon 
boats and kayaks have been painted green to blend with the environment. 
 
Prefer to stay on land? Hop on your bike or lace up your tennis shoes for the Travel Green Wisconsin Certified 
30-mile Chippewa River State Trail. Extending from Phoenix Park in downtown Eau Claire, at the confluence 
of the Eau Claire and Chippewa rivers, the trail travels south along the river though a gorgeous habitat of 
prairies, river bottoms, sandstone bluffs and wetlands. The trail is paved which makes it ideal for bikers looking 
for a fun ride. Stop on the path to take a photo or two; the hashtag “#NoFilter” couldn’t be more applicable 
here.   
 
Green innovations: The introduction and spread of invasive species is prevented through education and 
action; leave no trace principles are promoted; shoreline restorations projects protect and enhance the park.  
 

Horicon Marsh Boat Tours/Blue Heron Landing 
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Our next stop takes you to a place where, “If you’ve got the time, they’ve got the beer.” Miller Brewing 
Company doesn’t just go “green” on St. Patrick’s Day; at Miller Brewery they are green all year long. Take a 
tour, where a personal tour guide will let you experience over 155 years of brewing history with a modern-day 
twist. International visitors and local guests alike experience something new with every tour. And lets face it, 
the tour wouldn’t be complete without ice-cold beer samples. Relax, enjoy your brew in the Bavarian-style 
Miller Inn or outdoor Beer Garden and feel good knowing you are supporting a Travel Green Wisconsin 
Certified Business. It’s such hard work!  
 
Green innovations: The building includes a green roof that is on display in the Beer Garden and discussed on 
the tour; hybrid electric vehicles are used by the security team, in the summer they use bikes; reclaimed water 
is used in pasteurizers to reduce the amount of water needed to pasteurize the beer. 
 
YOU’LL ACTUALLY WANT TO EAT YOUR VEGETABLES: DINING 
By now you must be getting hungry, so swing on by The Cookery, a 
family run restaurant in Fish Creek since 1977. The Cookery 
incorporates fresh ingredients focusing on local products from Door 
County. Make sure you make your way to the second floor; the view 
from the wine bar is breathtaking. Enjoy a full meal fit for a king or try 
a variety of dishes off the small plates menu (or both, we won’t judge).  
 
Green innovations: Local food products, including wine, meat, 
cheese, vegetables and fruit, are purchased; water is served upon 
request only; renewable energy purchased through WDS 
NatureWise® Wind & Biomass; to-go cups and containers are 
biodegradable. 
 
From cookery to Rookery, visit TripAdvisor’s “No. 1 Rated Area Restaurant in Cable.” Rookery Pub Fine 
Dining offers the most flavorful and creative cuisine in the Wisconsin Northwoods. Rookery features weekly 
fresh fish specials, beef and bison steak, specialty salads, house made soups and other creative dishes 
incorporating fresh seasonal ingredients from local producers. It’s supper club meets organic farm-to-fork – so 
yes, an Old-Fashioned is a great drink option. Rookery also features some of the best vegetarian, vegan and 
gluten-free options you’ll find anywhere. Rookery is connected to the Cable Nature Lodge, in case you want to 
stay overnight and enjoy brunch the next morning.  
 
Green innovations: Non-toxic, biodegradable detergents and cleaning products are used; low-VOC paints 
and finishes are used; guests of the lodge are offered field guides, self-tour information and publications on 
native plants and wildlife; refillable containers and reusable goods are used instead of disposable ones.  
 
In the mood for cheese, beer and antique shopping (do you watch a lot of the show, “American Pickers”)? 
Then saddle up and try out this casual restaurant that's located in a mid 1800s blacksmith shop. Franklin 
Grove Etc. LLC features Green County cheeses, Wisconsin beers and locally sourced ingredients 
incorporated into the menu. Bask in the warm sun and cool breezes while you enjoy your meal in the outdoor 
seating area. After your belly is full, make sure you check out the antiques and items by local artisans and 
craftsmen – antiquing can count as “exercise.” 
 
Green innovations: Rain gardens collect storm water runoff; invasive species are being removed from five 
acres of land and native species are being planted; renewable energy is purchased through Alliant Energy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cookery in Fish Creek 
Photo courtesy of The Cookery 



A “GREEN” OVERNIGHT DOESN’T MEAN A TENT IN A PARK: 
ACCOMMODATIONS  
Ready to call it a day? Why not try one of these amazing places that 
offer so much more than just a place to lay your sleepy head. In 
southern Wisconsin, close to Monroe, sits a bed & breakfast so 
sustainable you’ll feel green just looking at it. Inn Serendipity is 
completely powered by 100 percent renewable energy. Choose from 
“the music room” or “the writing room” for an inspiring and comfortable 
nights stay. Start each morning with a full vegetarian breakfast made 
straight from the Inn’s garden (talk about fresh). The grounds 
feature a life-size chess set for fun, a thriving colony of honeybees 
and a straw bale greenhouse. 
 
Green innovations: Converted an old granary into a passive and active solar heated straw bale greenhouse; 
is powered by the wind and sun; uses a solar oven and an electric car for local commuting; provides a self-
guided tour booklet for guests on sustainability, among many other green innovations. 
 
No need to backpack through Europe to stay at an Alpine Resort. Just head “Up North” and check out this 
beautiful resort tucked away in a picturesque, secluded lakefront setting. Alpine Resort of Presque Isle offers 
authentic log cabins standing among towering pines and overlooking scenic VanVliet Lake on the Presque 
Chain. The lake itself is a jewel in the woods, one of three in the spring-fed Presque Isle chain-of-lakes and 
truly earns its classification as a Class "A" muskie lake. 
 
Green innovations: The resort organizes day trips to visit local attractions and restaurants or to take biking, 
hiking or sightseeing trips; local and organic products are purchased and paper products contain recycled 
content; worked with the DNR on a Lakeshore Restoration Project. 
 
The Inn at Lonesome Hollow lies only a few miles away from the Kickapoo River, near the villages of 
Soldiers Grove and Gays Mills. The Inn offers 160 acres, mostly wooded, with natural gardens, hiking trails, a 
large pond and even a small vineyard. The bed & breakfast is very quiet and peaceful and offers superb 
lodging options. Don’t let the name fool you, though, you won’t be “lonesome” staying here, unless of course 
you say the wrong thing to your spouse, and then no guarantees. 
 
Green innovations: Biodegradable, nontoxic laundry detergents and cleaning products are used; water-
saving low-flow fixtures are in place; organic food products are purchased; local meat, produce, art and crafts 
are used. 
 
For more great Travel Green Wisconsin ideas, check out TravelWisconsin.com and the Travel Green 
Wisconsin home page on your desktop, tablet and mobile device. You can also choose to “Like” Wisconsin 
Tourism at Facebook.com/TravelWisconsin, follow along on Twitter at Twitter.com/TravelWI.	  
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