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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

WISCONSIN TOURISM IS “SOARING TO NEW HEIGHTS” AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE  
Prepare for takeoff and welcome aboard; in-flight entertainment and education includes Governor 

Walker, Hollywood celebrities and world-class speakers 
 
MADISON, Wis. (Dec. 26, 2013) – Welcome aboard ladies and gentlemen, Wisconsin’s tourism 
industry is taking off and “Soaring to New Heights” at the 2014 Wisconsin Governor’s Conference on 
Tourism. The annual premier educational networking event for the Wisconsin tourism industry will be 
held at the Grand Geneva in Lake Geneva, March 2-4, 2014. Registration is now open, and this year’s 
lineup includes Governor Walker, multiple Hollywood celebrities, including an NBA legend, and world-
class keynote speakers.  
 
“We’re thrilled to partner with Governor Walker to again offer an 
exceptional conference that gives our industry the tools to keep 
growing the tourism economy for Wisconsin,” said Tourism 
Secretary Stephanie Klett. “This year’s conference will be nothing 
short of incredible with top notch speakers providing insight and 
tools that can immediately be implemented by our industry partners. 
And, with the right blend of business, pleasure, and a little 
Hollywood glam, we create a networking event that attendees can 
use to grow their businesses.”  
 
Event details, including a full agenda, information on 
accommodations and online registration can be found at 
http://www.wigcot.org. 
 
Online registration is now open and participants who register before Jan. 31 receive a $50 discount 
toward their registration fee. In addition, all who register early have the chance to win a private 
breakfast with comedic masterminds David and Jerry Zucker, Jim Abrahams and their "Airplane!" star 
Robert Hays.  
 
Star Power 
Governor Walker and Tourism Secretary Klett kick off the conference with an opening address 
highlighting significant events and achievements from last year as well as their vision for the industry 
to continue to grow Wisconsin’s economy. 
 
For your next in-flight entertainment, David Zucker, Jerry Zucker and Jim Abrahams (ZAZ), all 
Wisconsin natives, Robert Hays, and former Milwaukee Buck and the NBA’s all time scoring leader, 



Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, will debut the new summer 2014 TV ads. Directed by ZAZ and starring Hays 
and Abdul-Jabbar, the original directors and stars of the 1980 hit movie "Airplane!" were reunited in 
the cockpit to film the ads. Monday will also feature world famous composer and lecturer Eric 
Whitacre for a compelling presentation on leadership. On Monday afternoon attendees will have the 
opportunity to tour the popular Marketplace tradeshow and meet Green Bay Packer Jordy Nelson. 
New at the conference will be an art-focused track with sessions and keynote speakers connecting 
the importance of arts and culture and tourism. This kicks off with keynote Robert Lynch, president 
and CEO of Americans for the Arts. Jim Knight, former senior director of training and development 
from Hard Rock International, will speak Tuesday offering insights on customer service. And back by 
popular demand, Roger Brooks will also be returning to engage attendees on marketing and 
destination branding. 
 
Governor Walker will wrap up the conference by presenting The Governor’s Tourism Awards at 
Tuesday evening’s closing dinner. Sponsored by the Governor’s Council on Tourism, the awards 
recognize and honor people and organizations that have made a significant impact on Wisconsin’s 
tourism industry. The five award categories include: Legacy, Rising Star, Service Excellence, 
Stewardship, and Arts, Culture & Heritage.   
 
Online nominations for the Governor’s Tourism Awards will be accepted through January 17.  
 
The Wisconsin Governor’s Conference on Tourism is an annual three-day education and networking 
event for Wisconsin innkeepers, restaurateurs, community tourism officials, tourism attraction 
operators, state agency officials, tourism educators, and other representatives of the hospitality 
industry. 
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